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pride, idleness, and envy. The man who has not corrected
these bad impulses is guilty, and nothing can render a crime
committed in all the plenitude of his free will excusable.
Thus, neither God nor society is implicated in this question,
if we accept the doctrine of the plurality of existences.

Descartes and Leibnitz have demonstrated that the human
understanding  possesses ideas called innate, that is to say,
ideas which we bring with us to our birth.    This fact is cer-
tain.    In our time, the Scotch philosopher, Dugald Stewart,
has put Descartes' theory into a more precise form, by proving
that the only real innate idea, that which has universal exist-
ence in the human mind after birth, is the idea, or the prin-
ciple of causality, a principle which makes us say and think
that there is no effect without cause, which is the beginning
of reason.    In France, Laromiguiere and Damiron have popu-
larized this discovery of the Scotch philosopher.    Thus the
classics of philosophy recordr'this proposition as a truth beyond
the reach of doubt.    We unreservedly admit the principle of
causality as the innate idea par excellence, and we take account
of the fact.    But we ask the fashionable philosophy how it
can explain it 1    In our minds there are innate ideas, as Des-
cartes has said; and the principle of causality, which invincibly
obliges us to refer from the effect to the cause, is the most
evident of those ideas which seem to make a part of ourselves;
but why have we innate ideas, where do they come from, and
how did they get into our minds 1   The classical philosophy,
the philosophy of Descartes, which reigns in France, at the
Normal School, and among the professors of the University
of Paris, cannot teach us that    It will be said, perhaps, to